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Se. LUKE xv. 18. 


I will ariſe and go to my Father, and will ſay to him, 
Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven and before 
thee, 


N the foregoing Verſe, we find the Prodi- 

al Son fo far awakned and come to him- 

elf, as to be ſenſible of the Miſerable Con- 

| dition he had brought himſelf into by his 
own folly and wickedneſs. But, before he came 
to this, there is a Remarkable Turn in the courſe 
of his Life, ſet down by our Saviour in the be- 
ginning of this Excellent Parable. For, He was 
rſt very Impatient of being under the Wiſe 
Conduct of his Father, and thought he could 
manage his own affairs far more to his Content- 
ment and Satisfaction, if he were but permitted 
to uſe his Liberty, and were not fo ſtrictly tryed 
up to the Grave and Formal Methods of Living, 
obſerved and required in his Father's Hou 
Which might paſs for Wiſdom in Age, and be 
agreeable cnough to ſuch whoſe Life and Vigour 
were decayed; and who were now to maintain 
their Authority over their Children by ſecming 
to be ſo much wiſer than they: Burt it is a rare 
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thing for Youth and Age to agree in the opinion 
of Wiſdom : For it 1s not the Care, the Ex- 
perience, the Judgment of a wiſe and tender 
Father, that can allay. the Heats, or calm the 
Paſſions, or ovcr-rule the Violent Inclinations of 
Youth ; but whateyer it coſt them afterwards, 
ſome will be ſtill crying the Experiment, whe- 
ther it doth not more conduce to the happineſs 
of Life to purſue their own Fancies and Deſigns, 
than to hearken to another's Direftions though 
a Father's) whoſe 'Circumſtances are ſo much 
different from their own. Thus our Bleſled Sa- 
viour repreſents in the Parable this young Prod 
gal, as weary of being rich and ecalie at Home, 
and fond of ſeeing the Pleaſures of the World : 
and therefore wodibe would fatishe him unleſs 
he were Intruſted with the Stock which was In- 
tended for him, that he might ſhew the diffe- 
rence berween his Father's Conduct and his 
OWN. 

And this very ſoon appeared ; for this hope- 
full Manager had not bcen long abroad, but he 
waſted his ſubſtance with riotous living. And to 
make hm the more ſenſible of his Folly, there 
happened a more than ordinary ſcarcity, which 
made his low and exhauſted Condition more 
unecaſie to him. But the Senſe of Shame was 
yet greater with him than that of tus Folly ; and 
whatcyer ſhifts he underwent, he would by no 

means 
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means yet think of returning home ; but rather _ 
choſe to ſubmit ro the meaneſt and baſeſt em- 
ployment 1n _ to ayoid the Necellity of ir. 
Bur at laſt Reaſon and Conſideration began to 
work upon him, which is called, his coming to 
himſelf: and then he takes up a Reſolution to go 
home to his Father, and to throw himſclf at 70 
Feer, tb conf<ſs his faulc _ and frecly, 
and to beg pardon for his former Folly, in 
hopes of Forgiveneſs and Reconciliation. I will 
ariſe and go to my Father, and ſay to him, Father, 

I have ſinned againſt heaven, and before thee. 
Under this Parable, our Saviour ſets forth the 
ſtate of a Sinner, (1.) In his wilfull degeneracy 
from God, his Father, both by Creation and 
Providence ; his uneaſineſs under his juſt and 
holy Laws ; his impatience of being reſtrained 
by chem; his cafting oft the Bonds of Duty to 
him; and running into all kind of Diſorders 
without regard to God, or his own Soul. (2.) In 
the diffatisfattion he found in his evil Courſes ; 
being very much diſappointed in the great Ex- 
pectations he had in the Pleaſures of Sin ; wa- 
fting his health, intereſt, reputation, eſtate, and 
above all,the Peace and Tranquillity of his Mind, 
which was more valuable than any other Delight 
whatſoever, and he now found impoſlible to be 
enjoy'd in a courſe of Rebellion againſt his 
heavenly Father. (3.) In the Conviction ot - 
| olly 
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Folly upon due Conſideration of what he had 
done ; which is Emphatically called Coming to 
himſelf; having before acted ſo much ". 
himſelf, and againſt himſelf; unworthy of the 
Relation he ſtands in to God; of thoſe Faculties 
he had beſtow'd upon him ; and of thofe hopes 
and expectations he might have had from him 
either as to this or another World. (4.) In the 
Reſolution he takes upon this Conviction, no 
longer to delay his purpoſe of Repenting and 
Returning home, but to embrace the preſent 
opportunity of doing it freely, heartily and in- 
genuouſ]y, I will ariſe and go to my Father, &c. 

Having formerly 1n this Place, and on a like 
Occation conſidered the Prodigal Son's coming 
to himſelf, I ſhall now purſue the Method of his 
Repentance in the Reſolution he here takes to ariſe 
and go to his Father, &c. 

And therein I ſhall enquire into theſe things, 

I. What Grounds a Sinner hath to incourage 
him to Repent ; or to form ſuch a Reſolution 
in his Mind, that he will ariſe and go to his Father, 


- when he knows he hath ſo much provoked and 


offended him. 

I. How neceſlary it 1s in order to true Re- 
pentance to form a fixed and ſteady Reſolution 
co go through with it, 1 will ariſe and go, &Cc. 

Firft,W hat Grounds a Sinner hath to 1incourage 
hum to Repent; or to make Application to - 
Father 
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Father in order to Forgiveneſs, ſince he is con- 
yinced he hath ſo juitly offended him. For, if 
we confider the Citcumſtances here mention'dj; 
he had no ſuch Reaſon to hope to be receiv'd ms 
to Favour upon ſach calic Terms, as are here 
expreſlcd ; For, | 

( 1.) He had wilfully forſaken his Father's 
Houſe, withour any juſt Cauſe of Complaint of 
any hard uſage there. 

( 2.) He had embraced ſuch a Courſe of Late, 
which he knew was difpleaſing to him, lIinng 
—— and diſorderly, in a way contrary to 
his Will. 

(3) He never thought of Returning home, 
till: mere neceſſity forced him ;- till Hunger and 
Poverty made him come to himſelf. 

And what could be more difobliging to a Fa- 
cher, than ſuch Circumſtances as theſe ? 

(1.) His Father never forced him from home, 
nor made his Condition uncalie there. Our Sa- 
viour here repreſents Almighty God, as dealing 
with Mankind like a tender -2nd-indulgent Fa- 
ther, and nor like a ſeyere- and: hard Maſter; 
his Laws being intended for oar Good, and. not 
for his own- Advantage. There is no Duty of 
ours towards God, or our ſclves,- or others, bur 
is founded on this Relation to God as a: Farther 
to Mankind. Nothing can be more reaſonable 


m gencral than. that the Father ſhould order and 
| direct 
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dire&t his Children, and give ſuch Rules which 
are fitting for them to obſerye; And if we exa- 
mine the particular Laws of Nature, or the Dic- 
tates of Reaſon as to Good 'and Evil, we ſhall 
find them very agreeable to God's Paternal Go- 
vernment. 

What 1s- the Duty of as to God, but 
asking daily Bleſſing of our Heavenly Father ? 
What is our Thankſgiving, but a ſolemn own- 
ing his Paternal Care and Bounty towards us? 
And in theſe two, the main Duties bf Natural 
_— conſiſt. The Neglect whereof, is ſuch 
a di 
conſiſtent with our belicying himto be ſo. For, 
as God himſelf argues in the Prophet, - 4 Sor ho- 
noureth his Father, and a Servant his Maſter :- If 
then I be a Father, . where is mine honour ? And if 
I be a Maſter, where is my Fear? God was a Father 
by che [Right of Creation and Providence: but 
he was a Maſter to the Jews in reſpect of the Bon- 
dage of the Law; and as there was a Spirit of 
Bondage on that account in them, - which incli- 
ned'them to a more ſecrvile Fear; fo there ought 
to haye been a Natural Spirit of Adoption to- 
ward God as their Supreme Creator and Father; 
which ſhould excite all-en to ſuch a durifull 
Love, ſuch a Reverential Eſteem, fuch a mix- 
ture of Awe and Kindneſs as is in Children to- 
wards their Parcnts, Yea, it ought to be much 

greater 
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reater than that can be ſuppoſed; becauſe the 
Diſtance 1s Infinite between God and us; and 
our Dependance more immediate and neceſſa- 
ry; and there 1s in him a Concurrence of all 
Perfe&tions, which may cauſe in us the higheſt 
Eſteem, and the humble(ſt Adoration. There 1s 
an unqueſtionable Duty owing by Children to 


their earthly Parents, but how much rather ( ſaith ne. 12. g 
Ov mg , 
MANNGI 


the Apoſtle) ought we to be in ſubjetion to the Fa- 
ther of Spirits ? The Fathers of our Fleſh may be 
very Kind, but not Wiſe in their Love; or Wiſe 
a::d not ſo Kind ; or they may be both Wiſe 
and Kind, but not Able to help their Children. 
They may love and pity , and pray for them, 
when they are in Miſcry, or Sickneſs and Pain, 
but after all, they are unable to relieye them; For 
the moſt indulgent Father , whcn his bowels 
yearn, and his heart 18 ready to break at the ſight 
of a Child lying under the Agonies of Death, 1s 
not able to give a Moments Reſpite to the ter- 
rible Pangs, which he cat ncither behold nor 
abate. But our heavenly Father hath not onely 
Infinite Wiſdom , but Infinite Kindneſs and 
Power ; and where all theſe are joined together, 
what Honour, what Love, what Fear 1s due un- 
to him ! Although chere be detects 1a their Pa- 
rents, yet Children are (till bound to obey them, 
and to ſhew a mighty regard and Reverence to- 


wards them ; bur here 1t is fo much otherwiſe, 
B that 
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that if we could concave our ſelves without this 
Relation to God, yet his Perfections are ſo ma- 
ny, fo great, ſo infinite, as to deſerve and re- 
quire our utmoſt veneration. The Prodigal Son 
could then have no Reaſon to complain of the 
Duty which he owed to his Father. 

And was it not fit for him to appoint the Or- 
ders of his Family, and to expect that his Chil- 
dren ſhould behave themſelves therein, as be- 
came the Relation they ſtood in to himſelf and 
to one another ? That they ſhould have a decent 
regard to themſelves in Sobriety, Temperance, 
Command of their Paſſions, and care of their 
Words; That they ſhould behave themſelves to- 
wards their Brethren with Sincerity , Kindneſs 
and Juſtice ; which comprehend all the Duties 
we owe to one another ? 

And what now was there in all this, that the 
Prodigal could have any Cauſe to complain of, 
or that ſhould make his Father's Houſe ſo un- 
calie to him ? But his Father had juſt Cauſe to be 
provoked, when-his Wiſe-Counſels, and Prudent 
Care, and Conſtant Kindnefs, and Righteous Go- 
vernment were ſo much lighted and deſpiſed by 
a diſobedicnt and ungratctull Son; who had fo 
little Senſe of his Duty or his Intereſt as to be 
weary of being ſo well at home, and therefore 
impatiently defiring to find out new methods of 
Living well, as he then thought, when w” nn 
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Orders of his Father's Family were become fo 
diſpleaſing to him. 


( 2.) But what were theſe new and fine Con- 
trivances for his own happineſs.? He began to 
ſuſpe&t his Wiſe Father did not allow his Chil- 
dren Liberty enough at home, and that he con- 
cealed from him the great Myttery of the Happi- 
neſs of Life, and therefore concluded, that it he 


* did give way to thoſe Deſires which he found to 


be Natural, but his Father thought Unreaſona- 
ble, he ſhould enjoy much more Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction than he did at home. And being 
refolycd upon this, he gives way to thoſe Inclt- 
nations he found ſtrongeſt in himſelf, denies 
himſelf no Pleaſures of Life, accounts Vertue but 
a Name which ſowre and moroſe Perſons put 
upon their own humours ; and Religion bur a 
Device for Fools to deccive themſclves, and 
Knaves to deceive others by. And ſo he throws 
off all checks and reſtraints upon himſelf, and 
never regards the Good or Evil of what he 
doeth, for his Luſts are his Laws, and the fatiſ- 
faction of them he now looks upon as the onely 
real Happineſs of Mankind. 

And could any thing be ſuppoſed more pro- 
voking to his Heavenly Father than fuch a wick- 
ed and diflolute way of Living ? So contrary to 
his Father's Will, to his own Reaſon, Con- 

B 2 {cience, 
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ſcience, Intereſt, Reputation ; and which ſoon 
brought him to Shame and Miſery ? 

( 3.) But that which added yer more to th: 
height of the Provocation was, that he did not 
think of Returning home to his Farther, upon 
the firſt apprehenſion of his own Folly ; Bur he 
reſolved to undergo any difhculty, and ſubmic 
to any hardſhip, rather than doe what was neceſ(- 
ſary 1n order to Reconciliation with his Father. 

How hard a Matter then 1s 1t to bring an ha- 
bitual S11ner to Repentance ! It 1s not Ealie to 
bring him to any due and ſerious Conviction 
of the Evil of his doings ; but it 1s far more dit- 
fcult co change the inward Diſpoſition of the 
Mind, and to alter all the great Deſigns and 
Pleaſures of Lif-. It is but a mean Notion of 
Repentance which is apt to prevail in the World, 
as though 1t implied no more than ſome Acts of 
Contrition for greater Sins, when the Habit and 
Diſpoſition remain the fame. But true Repen- 
tance 1s the turn of the whole Soul from the 
Love, as well as the Practice of Sn; and this is 
not a thing to be done eaſily or ſuddenly ; A 


Sinner will bear a great many Checks and Re- 


proofs: of Conſcience before he. will part with 
his beloyed Sins ; he will ſtruggle a great while 
with himſelf; and endure many Conflicts be- 
tween an awaken'd Conſcience and rooted In- 


clinations betpre the Penitent. Sinner can aſlure 
himſelf 
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himſelf that his Repentance hath had its due and 
effectual operation upon him. For we ſee here 
nothing bur extremity brought the Prodigal to 
himſelf; and made him ar laſt to reſolve ro ariſe 
and go to his Father, &c. As Themiſtocles ſaid of 
the People of Athens, they did by him as Men is. 
commonly doz by a great Trec, they run to it 
for ſhclter in a Storm, but care not how they 
uſe it another Time ; that 1s too true of Sinners 
with Reſpect to God ; when they can make a 
ſhift for themſelves any other Way, they deſpiſe 
Religion; and make God their Refuge onely at 
a day of Extremity, but not their Choice, when 
their Conditions pleaſe them. 

But when the Prodigal Son had fo ſighted his 
Father, broken his Commands, deſpiſed the ad- 
vantages he had at home, and was fo hardly 
brought to think of returning thither, how came 
he now to be ſo incouraged 1n his Mind 70 ariſe 
and go to his Father ; and contecſs his fault with 
hopes of being forgiven after all this? 

We find no other Account here given, but 
that he was his Father , however he had offen- 
ded him ;- and therefore he was reſolved he 
would ariſe and go to his Father ; as though there 
were charms and force cnough in that word to 
anſwer all Diſcouragements. Which being an 
Argument taken from the Bowels of Pity-and 


Compaſſion which a. Father hath towards a re- 
lenting 
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lenting Child, we muſt enquire, how far this will 
hold with Reſpect to God, who is fo infinitely 
above all the fond Paſſions of Humane Nature, | 
that it 1s a diminution to his Glory and Majeſty \ 
| to be thought like to Mankind ; And therefore 
i 55. 8, 9. his thoughts and ways are ſaid to be as far above | 
| ours as the Heavens are above the Earth ? | 
| To clear this, we arc to conſider, not onely 
that our Bleſſed Saviour doth here lay the force 
| and weight of the Parable upon the tenderneſs 
of a "8. 99 to his Son ; but that he elſewhere 
|| argues from 1t in ſuch a manner as to convince 
| | us that God hath far greater Pity and Compaſ- 
[| ſion towards Mankind when they make due Ap- 
l plications to him, than Fathers can have towards 
| their Children even when they ask for neceſſary 
Mart. 7. 9, ſuſtenance. What Man is there of you, whom 
_ if his Son ash, bread, will he give him a flone ? Or, 
if he ask, a fiſh, will he give him a ſerpent ? If ye 
then being evil know how to give good gifts unto 
your Children, How much more ſhall your Father 
which is in Heaven give good things to them that 
ak, him ? There have been Philoſophers ſo ſe- 1 1 
vere againſt the Paſſions of humane Nature, that 
they would not allow any Pity or Commilſera- 
tion towards others, whateyer their Condition 
or Relation were, bur onely acting according 
to Reaſon in ſupplying their Wants. Bur the 
Chriſtian Religion doth far more An 6. al- 
ow 
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low ſuch Paſſions in Mankind as diſpoſe them 
to doe good to others, by fixing ſuch an in- 
preſſion on their minds of others Miſery as doth 
excite them to doe what 1s fitting for their Eaſe 
and Support. And Compaſſion 1s not, as ſome 
imagine, ſuch a mcan and ſelfiſh Paſſion, as 
doth ariſe onely from the apprehenſion that we 
may ſuffer the ſame things our ſelves, which 
we pity others for ; but it is a generous Senſe 
of what others feel joined with a Readineſs to 
help them according to our Power. And in 
this Senſe, our Saviour not onely allows it in 
Fathers towards Children, but looks on it as ne- 
ceſlary in humane Nature in order to the good 
and advantage of Mankind ; and therefore him- 


ſelf raking our Nature upon him 1s faid zo be eb. 4. rg, 
touched with the feeling of our Infirmities; and to «. 3. 


have compaſſion on the Ignorant , and on them that 
are out of the Way. 

But alchough this be allowable in humane 
Nature, how can ſuch a thing as Compalſlion 
be attributed to the Divine Nature which is un- 
capable of ſuch impreſſions and motions which 
we are ſubject to ? 

And yet the Scripture is very full and clear in 
attributing Piry and Compaſſion to Almighty 
God with Refpect to his Creatures. The Plal- 


muſt faith, The Lord is full of Compaſſion aud Mer- #«. 13, 8. 


cy; long-ſufjering, and of great Goodneſs, St. J__ 
altrn, 
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Jam. 5.11» 


Exod. 34. 
6, 7. 


Pf. 103-13, 


If. 95. 7. 


V. J. IO, 


faith, He is very Pitifull, and of tender Mercy. 
And in that wonderfull Appearance to Moſes , 
when God himſelf declared his own Attributes, 
the greateſt part conſiſts of his Kindneſs and 
Mercy towards Mankind; The Lord God, merci- 
full and gratious, long-ſuſfering, and abundant in 
goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands , 
forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſron and fin. And the 
Plalmutt uſeth the very ſame ſimilicude of a Fa- 
ther's Pity to his Children, Like as a Father pi- 
tieth his Children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that 
fear him. And whcn the Prophet ſpeaks of 
God's thoughts and ways being ſo much above 
Man's, it 1s for this end to prove thereby that 
God may ſhew more pity to Mankind, than 
they find in their hearts to ſhew to one another. 
Let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him, and to our God , for he will abun- 
dantly pardon; For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, &c. But ſetting aſide all this, the 
whole Scheme of the Goſpel is drawn upon the 
Suppolſition of God's Piry and Compatlion to- 
wards Pcnitent Sinners; which is the Reaſon 
our Saviour inſiſts fo much on the Proof of it in 
this whole Chapter. Wherein wc not onely 
reade of Foy in Heaven at the Repentance of a 
Sinner ; but the Compaſſion of God Almighty 
cowards a Penitent S:nner 1s ſer forth with all 
the tenderneſs of an Indulgent Father running 

INTO 


A Sermon Preached 4 White-Hall. 


A Stermm Preached at White-Hall. 


into the embraces of his Son, when he ſaw him 
at a diſtance coming towards him. 

What now is the meaning of all this? Are we 
to conceive of God as one like toour ſelves, who 
either do not ſee faults in thoſe we love ; or do 
not hate them, as we ſhould do; or are too apt 
to paſs them oyer; or are at firſt, it may be, apt 
to be angry upon a ſlight provocation, and then 
as caſtly made Friends upon as little Reaſon as we 
were made Angry ? But none of theſe things 
ought toenter into our Minds concerning God 
with reſpect to the Follies of Mankind. 

And in this Caſe, if we will form in our Minds 
right and true Conceptions of the Diyine Nature 
(as we ought to doe) we muſt have a great Care 
Ic{t we attribute any thing to God, which looks 
like Weakneſs and Reems 5- wg as the Motions 
and Changes of Paſſions do ; therefore to under- 
ſtand his Firy and Compaſſion, and Reconciha- 
tion to Penitent Sinners, we muſt firſt know what 
his Anger and Difpleaſure againſt Sinners mean. 


Some think that Eprewrus did in earneſt believe 148. ; & 
a God, but he was therefore forced to deny Pro «. 4. 


vidence, becauſe he could not conceive that the 
Government of the World could be managed 
without fach refemments as-were inconſiſtent 
with the complete happineſs of the Divine Being 3 
and therefore he rather choſe tro make him oo 
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leſs and Eaſie, than Active and liable to Paſſion. 
The Stoicks attributed to God all that was Good 
and Kind and Obliging ; bur would by no means 
endure that ever he ſhould be ſaid to be Angry 
or Diſpleaſed ; which Doctrine did in effect over- 
throw Providence with Reſpect to Moral Acti- 


' ons, as much as the Epicureans. . For 1t God. did 


not regard the difterence of Mens Actions, but 
was equally kind to them whether they did Good 
or Evil, ſuch a Providence - would have as little 
Influence on Mens Lives as if there were none at 
all. We muſt then ſuppoſe, if we would uphold 
Religion and Morality in the World, not onely 
that there 1s a Providence, but that God hath a 
different regard to Men according to the Good 
or Evil of their Actions. The Regard he hath to 
Men for being Good and doing Good is called 
his Lowe, his Kindneſs, his Good-will, his Grace and 
Favour ; that which he hath to. things that are 
Evil 1s called his Hatred ; that which he hath to 
Perſons for doing Evil is his Anger, Wrath, Diſplea- 
fare, Indignation; according to the difterent Na- 


- ture and Circumſtances of their Evil Actions. 


But 1n order to the preventing any falſe or 
mean Apprehenſions of = Divine Nature, when 
the Paſſions of Mankind are attributed to it, we 
muſt conſider theſe two things; | 


. ( 1.) That 
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( r.) That we muſt by no means attribute to 
God any thing that is unreaſonable in our Selyes; 
ſuch are all irregular Motions, which we call 
violent Paſſions, ariſing from Surpriſe, Miſtake , 
Inadvertency, Weakneſs, or corrupt Inclination. 
But ſetting all theſe aſide, the Original Paſſions 
of Mankind, which are agreeable to Reaſon, are 
no other than what ariſe Toma an Inclination to 
what we judge to be Good, and an Averſion from 
what we apprehend to be Evil; which holds as 
to the Divine Nature. 

\2.) That there is an obſervable Difference in 
the very Nature of ſome Paſſions, which unply a 
Repugnancy 1n themſelves tothe Divine Pertec- 
tions, which others do not. For Love and Kind- 
neſs, and Joy, and Inward Satisfaction have no- 
thing in them ſuppoling their Object Good, but 
what agrees with the Divine Nature ; but the 
Paſſions: contrary to theſe, as Envy, Il-will and 
Reyenge are not onely oy os as Paſſions , 
bur in their own Nature ; tor God cannot Envy 
the! Good of his Creatures , nor bear 11-will to 
them as ſuch, nor take Pleaſure in their Torments. 
And of this Nature Arger properly taken is, as it 
doth imply a preſcnt Diſorder and Diſturbance 
within, trom the Apprehcnſion of ſome Injury 
done or intended, wth a Delire of Revenge on 
thoſe who doe it; all which 1s inconſiſtent oy 
C 2 the 
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the neceſſary Perfections of God ; for they argue 
Meannefſs, Imperfe&tion and Mutabikty. 

We muſt therefore fix on fuch a Notion of 


Anger as becomes the Almighty Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs ; and that hes 1n, 


( 1.) A Diſpleaſure againſt the Sinner on the 
account of his Sins ; For God cannot have an 
Complacency in thoſe who difpleaſe him, as alt 
Sinners do, whether they delign it or nor. 


( 2.) A Will to Puniſh Sinners according to 
their demerits ; which being according to the 
Rules of Wiſdom and Righteous Government, 
cannot be ſaid to argue an indecent Patlion. 


( 3.) The Actual Execution of his Juſtice up- 
on great Provocations. And fo God is ſaid to 
be angry when he puniſhes ; eſpecially when he 
doeth it ſuddenly and ſeverely ; As Men in their 
Paſſion are wont to doe. But whatever God 
docth in this kind, he doth it with the Wiſdom 
and Temper of a Judge, and not with the Fury 
or Paſſion of an Angry Being; 


And there 15 nothing in all this unbecoming 
the Divine Nature, bur yery agrecable thereto. 
And this is all which m ſtritneſs of Reafon 15 


under- 
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underſtood by God's being Angry with Mankind. 
For we muſt never 1magine that God. acts ac- 
cording to ſudden heats and Paflions ; burwhat- 
ever he doth is according tothe Counſelsof In- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 

I do not deny that the Scripture doth repre- 
ſent Anger in God as if it were a Paſlion raiſed 
upon great Provocation, and capable of being 
hid by Submiſſion and true Repentance. Thence 


we read, of God's Wrath waxing hot, of his Anger Exod. 32. 
kindling againſt his People, and his turning away 1s. ,. 2. 
from his fierce Anger, and many ſuch Expreſſions; ? 


but ſo we read of the Fire of his Indignation, the 
Sword of his Wrath, the Stretching forth of his Hand'; 
whichall-grant are not to be literally underſtood. 
If then in theſe Expreſsions, the Perfections of 
the Divine Nature are to be our Rule, according 
to which we muſt interpret them, becauſe the 11- 
tcral ſenſe implies an mcongruicy £0-the, Divine 
Pertections which are all wholly Spiritaal ; then 
from the ſame Reaſon we muſt remove all Per- 
rurbations from 1t which areag:iticonſiſtent with 
the abſolute Perfection ob ir; as Eyes and Kul and 
Hands and Feet are, although they-are all nien-+ 
non'd. in Scriptare, | 

- From whence we hutthy. inferyrhat: there is'a 
wonderfull Condelcenton 10 the ordinary Ca 


pacities and common. Apprehenſions of: Man- 
| . kind 
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kind in the Language of Scripture, concernin 
the Divine Nature, which makes deeper impreſ- 
ſions on-meaner underſtandings, and thoſe who 
are of finer thoughts will ſee Cauſe to attribute 
onely ſuch a Senſe of things relating to Gad, as is 
conſiſtent with his Infinite and Divine Perfecti- 
Ons. / 

But what now ſhall we ſay to this Tenderneſs 
and Compaſſion of God towards Pcnitent. Sin 
ners? Canhe be moved by our Trouble and Sor- 
row and Acts of Contrition for our Sins ? If we 
be Rightcovs what doth it profit the Almighty ? 
And 1it we be Evil, how can it hurt him?- And if 
when we have Sinned, we Repent,we doc no.more 
than 1s fitting for-us.;' but why ſhould we 1ma- 
gine the Great and Wiſe God ſhould have Com- 
paſſion upon us, when we become ſenfibl- of 
our own Folly ?; For when we f1n againſt God , 
wilfully,; deliberately, knowingly, habitually, we 
doe what les 1n 14s to provoke him to Wrath and 
Indignation againſt us; we rejeft his Wiſe Go- 
yernment, we-{light his rightcous Laws, we pre- 
fer;, the pleafing\ aur): corrupt Inclinations and 
ſenſual Luſts before our Heavenly Father. And 
what can be more provoking to him than. tobe 
ſo deſpiſed /by;one- who had jus Being and all the 
Comforts of. Life from him ? 


Suppoſe 
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| Suppoſe now ſuch a Diſobedient, Rebcllious 
Son, as. hcre in the Parable; be made ſenſible 
of his folly, is his Father bound to receive him ? 
Was it not. his own choice to go from him ? 
If he hath ſuffered by his Folly, he may thank 
himſelf for ©; and it his Father lets him alone 
in it, he hath no Cauſe to Complain. 

But fuch was the tenderneſs of the Father to- 
wards his Repenting Son, that he ſhew'd the 
greateſt Compatlion imaginable.; for he' did 
not ſtay at home expecting ms Son's ſolemn 
ſubmiſſion before his Family, but he ran towards 
him, and fell upon his Neck, and kiſſed him. 

W hat Conceptions now ought.we to have of 
God's Compaſſion towards Pemitent Sinners an- 
ſwerable to all this ?- This -1 ſhall endeavour to 
clear in theſe Particulars. 


( t.) That God's hatred-is not” primarily a- 
gainſt Perſons whoare his Creatures; bur q_ 
that which'is Eml,” which is none of his making; 
and againſt Perſons onely fo. taras they are cor+ 


rupted with Evil. Thou loveſt Righteouſneſs, and vil. 45.1. 


hateſt wickedneſs, faith the Pſalmutt: | God hates 
nothing /for its own ſake, but. Si; :and-for the 
ſake of that he hates.al Workers-oþ Iniquity. . 


(2.) There. 
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| | ( 2.) There may be Good-will towards the 

Perſon of a Sinner at the ſame time when God 
diſcovers the hatred of his Sins. I do not fay, 
God takes any Pleaſure 1n him whule he goes on 
in Sin, for that 1s againſt the Eternal Rul:cs of 
Righteouſneſs in God ; but that he may have 
ſo much Good-will towards him, as to deſign 
to reduce him from his Evil Ways. And this 
every Father finds in himſelf towards a diſobe- 
dient Son; whule he hates his evil Courſes, yet 
he would make uſe of the b:{it Methods to bring 
him to himſelf, and to his Duty. And upon 

Tir. g- 4 this 1s grounded that Love and Kindneſs of "3 per 
wards Mankind. 1n ſending his Son to be our 
Saviour, and all che Pronuſes and Invitations 
which are made to Sinners in the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel. 


f (3-) Ir 1s very agrecable to Infinite Wiſdom 
l and Goodneſs tor God to ſhew himſelt full of 
f Pity and Compaſhon towards. Penxent Sinners, 
i i. e. ſo as to forgive them ther former Sins, and 
if to receive them into his Favour. For Pity and 
Compaſſion in God is to be judged, not accor- 
ding to the inward Motions we find m our 
ſelves, but according to thele Two things. 


4.14 
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( 1.) A readineſs to doe Good to his Crea- 
tures according to their Neceflities. Which be- 
ing in general, is his Boxmry and Goodneſs ; but 
conſidered with Reſpect to the Perſons of Sin- 
ners, it 1s his Clemency, or readineſs to forgive ; 
and with Reſpect to the Puni/bment they deſerve 
by theis Sins, it is his Mercy and Pity : Which 
in us is Fgritudo ex Miſeria alterius, and there- 
fore called Miſericordia, becauſe the Heart is 
touched with the Senſe of another's Miſery ; but 
we are not fo to apprehend it in God ; but that 
ſuch is the Goodneſs of God towards Repen- 
ting Sinners, that he 1s as willing to ſhew Mercy 
as they are to Repent. 


( 2.) God's Pity and Compaſhon lies in the 
proper Effects of 1t; which here in the Cafe of 
the Prodigal were, paſling by his former Extra- 
yagances, and receiving him into as much Fa- 
vour as if he had not gone aſtray. This my Son v.24 32: 
was dead, and is alive again; was hoſt, and is 
fond. Thoſe who think, they ſtand not in need of 
ſo much Pardoning Mercy as others do, arc apt to 
repine at the Fayour ſhew'd to great Sinners 
when they Repent ;. And therefore che Elder 
Brother could not bear the expreſſing fo much 
kindneſs towards ſuch a difobedient Son, though 

D now 
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now a Penitent. But that there is nothing diſa- 
greeing to Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs in 
ſuch Compaſſion towards Penitent Sinners , 
wall more tully appear, if we conſider, 


(1.) That God is not bound to deal with 
Sinners according to the utmoſt Rigour and 
Severity of his Juſtice. Becauſe he is under no 
fatal Neceſſity ; no Superiour Law ; and there- 
fore may act freely in the forgiving Offenders 
as ſeems beſt to his Infinite Wiſdom. The 
whole Race of Mankind 1s a perpetual Evidence 
that God doth not Act according to the Strict- 
neſs of his Juſtice, for if he had dealt with them 
after their Sins, or rewarded them according to their 
Iniquities; their Spirits would have failed before 
him, and the Souls which he had made ; they had 
been long ſince deſtroy'd from the face of the 
Earth,and not ſuffer'd to continue 1n their Provo- 
cations. But God hath not onely forbora Sinners 
long when he might juſtly have puniſhed them ; 
bur he gives them many real Bleſſings and Com- 
forts of Life, freely and bountitully. Now 1t God 
deal ſo Mercifully with Sinners while they con- 
tnue ſuch, 1s there not greater Reaſon to ſup- 
poſe he will be far more ſo,- when they ceaſe to. 


be ſuch ? 
(2.) A - 


(2:) A Penitent Sinner doth what in him lies 
to vindicate God's Honour. 1 do not fay, he 
can make ſatisfaction to Divine Juſtice ; for 
| that is impoſſible for him to doe; and God hath 

royided for that by his own Son, whom he 
Fach made a Propitiation for the Sins of the 
World. But a true Penitent takes all the Shame 
and Diſhonour to himſelf ; he clears the Juſtice 
of God's Government, and the Equity of his 
Laws, and owns himfſclt guilty of unſpeakable 
Folly in- his Diſobedience. * O how juſtly , 
* faith he, might God have taken me away in 
* the midſt of my Sins, when my Conſcience 
* checked me for my Sins, and yet I had no 
© heart to repent of them ! When I could not 
* but ſee my danger, and yet was unwilling 
©* to come out of it. I can never be ſufficiently 
© thankfull for ſo great a Mercy as his bringing 
* me to my Selt hath becn; I had gon on in the 
* ſame ſecure, ſtupid, ſenſeleſs condition, that 
* others lie in, 1t he had not throughly. awa- 
* ken'd me, and rouſed me out of my Impeni- 
* tent State. How. dreadtull had my Condition 
© for ever. been, if my firſt awakening had ben 
© in the Flames of Hell? Nothing bur: Infinite 
* Goodneſs and Patience, would. have. waited fo 


* long for the Repentance of ſuch ah Offender 
D 2 I 
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« 15 I have been. TI have ſinned fo often, that 
*] am aſhamed to think of the Number of my 
* Tranſgreſſions ; ſo deeply, that I am con- 
* founded at the thoughts of them ; ſo fooliſh- 
© Iy, that I am unworthy to be called thy Son, 
* who have acted ſo unlike thy Children ( fo the 
© Prodigal Son here ſpeaks to his Father) And 
* if thou wouldſt admit me but to the meanct 
* Condition of thy Servants, I ſhall cver cſteem 
© it as the greateſt privilege of my Life, and en- 
* dcayour to ſerve Thee for the future, though 
* in the loweſt Capacity. Thus the Repenting 
Prodigal gocs on, v.19. And in a ſutable man- 
ner every truc Penuent behaves himſelf towards 
God with great Hunulity , and a deep Senſe of 
his own unworthineſs; and 1s thereby rendred 
more capable of Divine fayour. For God refifteth 
the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. And 
therefore it is very agreeable to Infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs to ſhew pity towards a truly Hum- 
ble and Penitent Sinner; For a broken and contrite 
heart he will not deſpiſe. 


(.3-) If God were not ſo full of Compaſſion to 
Penitent Sinners, there would haye been no In- 
couragement for Sinners to Repent ; but they 
muſt have ſunk into everlaſting Deſpair. For if 
God ſhould forgive none that fin, then all _ 
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kind muſt be condemned to Eternal Miſery; for 
all have fined; and there is not a Juſt Man upon 
Earth who ſinneth not , and ſo the beſt and worſt, 
and all forts of Sinners muſt here ſuffer toge- 
ther ; which would have taken away all the No- 
tion of any fuch thing as Mercy and Clemen 
in God towards Mankind. But if we ſet bounds 
to it as to ſome particular kinds and degrees of 
ſinning; we linut that which is Infinite; we de- 
termine what we know not, viz. how far God's 
Mercy doth extend; we deſtroy the Power of 
Divine Grace in Changing and Reforming the 
Worſt of Men. Bur the Scripture hath recor- 
ded ſome remarkable Inſtances of great Sinners, 
who have been great Penitents, and upon that 
have been pardon'd ( ſuch as Manaſfſes, and ſome 
others) that no Penitent Sinner might be dif- 
couraged in the Work of Repentance. For a 
True Penitent ſearching to the bottom, and ſer- 
ting all his Sins before him, with their ſeveral 
Aggravations, can be kept from Deſpair by no- 
thing leſs than the Infinite Mercy of God to 
thoſe who truly Repent. 


(4;) Becauſe there 1s nothing ſo provoking in 
Sin, as obſtinate Impenitency, and Continuance 
11 1t. 


It 1s 
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It:is true, God hates all Sin for its own Sake 
but not all equally ; ſome Sins being of a higher 
Nature than others are; being againſt plainer 
Light, ſtronger Convictions, more ealie Com- 
mands, ſtricter Obligations than others are; but 
yet it is the Temper of a Sinner's Mind, which 
1s moſt provoking, when Sins are committed 
not through Infirmity. or ſudden ſurpriſe, or a 
violent Temptation; but habitually, knowing- 
ly, wilfully ; eſpecially when they are done in 
Contempt of God and his Laws, and with an 
obſtinate Reſolution to continue in the Practice 
of them. Thus 1s ſo provoking to God, that the 
chief 'Reaſon of the ſevere Puniſhments of Sin- 
ners in another World is taken from thence ;' be- 
cauſe God hates obſtinate and impenitent Sin- 
ners. ' And thus he will by no means acquit the 
Guilty. There is a Sin unto death, ſaith St. Fohn, 
and there is a Sin not unto death. There 1s a Sin 
unto death, which Chriſt hath ſaid he will never 
pardon ; and that 1s blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt; a Sin which none who do truly own 
Chriſtianity, arc capable of commutting. 

But is there then no Sir unto death to them ? 
Yes, 1t 1s poſſible for Men who have clcar Con- 
victions 41n their minds of the Truth of the Goſ- 
pel, to act fo plainly, and wiltully, and directly 
againſt it, as either to proyoke God to take them 

| | away 
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away by an extraordinary Judgment, -and-ſo it 
is properly 4 Sin unto death ; or to'withdraw his 
Grace from them, and leave them to the hard- 
neſs of their own Hearts, and fo it becomes a 
Sin unto a Spiritual death. But beſides theſe 
Caſes; Every Wiltull Sinner who adds Impeni- 
tency to his Sin, commuts the $in unto death ; 
becauſe there is no other Conduion of Pardon 
allow'd by the Goſpel without True Repentance. 

How infinite 1s the Goodneſs of God that cx- 
cludes no Sinners from the Hopes of Pardon who 
have a heart to repent ſincerely of their Sins! And 
how juſt is God 1n the final Puniſhment of thoſe 
Sinners, who ſtill go on 1n their Sins, and refuſe 
to Repent; after all the Invitations and Incou- 
ragements which are given them to that End ! 
Can we in Reaſon ſuppoſe that God ſhould ſtoop 
lower towards Sinners, than to offer them par- 
don of former Sins, 1t they do Repent ; and to 
tell them they muſt Expect no Mercy in another 
World if they do not Repent? 

But ſuppoſe we are come thus far, that we 
are convinced we mult Repent, what courſe 
and method muſt we take in order to it.? Of. 


this briefly, and ſo to conclude. 


Secondly, I know no better than to follow the 


Example of the Prodigal Son: here : and in the 
firſt 
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firſt place to form a preſent, ſincere, fixed and 
peremptory Reſolution of doing it ; I wilt avife 
and po to my Father, &c. It we ſuffer Convic- 
tions to cool upon our Minds, the force and 
fpirit of them will ſoon be gone. It hath been 
of late obſerved by the ſtricteſt Enquirers m- 
to Nature, that the beginnings of Lite are 
very ſmall, and hardly diſcernible. Ir is but 
Karv. Ex- as a ſpark that appears, and may caſily be ex- 
1. *” tinguiſhed ; but if it be incouraged by a con- 
tinual heat, a wonderfull Alteration' foon fol- 
lows, and the diſtin&t parts begin to be for- 
med; the firſt which is diſcerned 1s the Eye, 
but the Fountain of Life is in the Heart ; and 
when the courſe of the Bloud is there ferled, the 
other Parts come to their due formation with 
greater quickneſs. This may be a Repreſenta- 
tion of the firſt Beginnings of Spiritual Life, chat 
which anſwers to the Eye 1s the Conviction of 
the Mind, where the inward Change firſt appears; 
that which anſwers to the Heart 1s Reſolution, and 
when that 1s fixed, a mighty Reformation will 
ſoon follow. But Spiritual Life as well as Na- 
tural 1s in its firſt beginnings a very nice and 
tender thing, 1t may Be eaſily ftopt, and very 
hardly recovered : It is therefore of very great 
concernment to keep .up the Warmth of our 
firſt Reſolutions, and to improve them into a 
preſent 
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preſent Practice agrecable thereto ; as the Prodi- 
gal Son here did, who when he had Reſolved 
upon it, did accordingly ariſe and go to his Father, 
V. 20. 
I do not think there are many Perſons in the 
World who have Convictions upon their Minds 
of the Evil of their Ways; bur do Reſolve at 
| one time or other beforc they die to Repent of 
their Sins, and to make their Peace with God. 
But alas ! theſe are 0va ſubventanea, they make a 
fair appearance, but there 1s no principle of Life 
in them; or as St. Fude cxpreſles.1t, they are Clouds Jud v.12 
without Water ; of no Conliſtency, but carried a- 
bout with winds; hurried to and fro with the force 
A and power of Temptations; and then their Re-. 
ſolutions are like the Vapours St. Fames ſpeaks of, Jan» 414 
which appear for a little T ime, and then vaniſh away. 
Trees they are without fruit,* as St. Fude goes on, 
AbdTes pworegna ; not that make no ſhew or ap- 
pearance of Fruit ; but it hath no ſuch firmneſs 
and ſubſtance in 1t as to endure the nipping 
Froſts, and ſo it drops off, and withers away. 
Juſt ſuch are the cttects of faint and imperfect 
Reſolutions, they never hold out long, and onely 
aggravate the Sins. committed: afrer them. For 
every ſuch Sin is a plain ſin againſt Conſcience , 
or clſe they would never have made any Reſolu- 
tion againſt it, And.thoſe who continue to fin. 
E after: 
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after Reſolutions againſt their Sins, not onely 
loſe all the Peace and Comfort of their Minds, 
but make it much harder for th:um , exther to 
make or truſt chcir Reſolutions again, and con- 
ſequently to be farisfied of the Sincerity of their 
Repentance. | 

It we would then lay a ſure Foundation for 
the Satisfaction of our Minds in a matter of ſuch 
unconceivable Moment as the Truth of our Re- 
pzntance 1s, [et us call our Sclves to an Account 
as to this matter of the firm Purpoſe and Reſo- 
lution of our Minds. Have we ſtrictly examin'd 
our Selves as to'our particular Sins ? For there 
is no Age, no. Imployment, no Condition of 
Life but hach us Temptations belonging 40 at ; 
which require not onely our Care and Conſide- 
ration, bur Reſolution to keep us from them. 
But ſuppoſe we have been overcome by-the Sin 
which doth fo eafily beſet us; the Work 1s haxder 
to recover the Ground we have loſt, than at fart 
to maintain it ; but if we have ſinned, we muſt 
Repent ; and the ſooner the better 5 but x/1s.not 
to be done without awakening the droufe aad 
benummed Faculties of our Minds, and exerci- 
fing the ſecret and hidden Powers therein, Not 
as though this were to: be done without the 
Grace of God preventing and afliſting us ; but 
becauſe God worketh in us to will and to doe of by 
goo 
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good Pleaſure, we ought to Work out our own Sal- 
wation with Fear and 1rembling. 

Let us then tnfle no longer mn a Work we can 
never doe too well, nor too ſoon 3 nor go about 
it with too much Reſolution. Ir is the want of 
this, which ruins ſuch a Number of thoſe who 
would fain go to Heaven, but have notCourage 
and Reſolution enough, to own their Repentance, 
and to break off their former Sins : They are 
half Penitents; they are inwardly troubled for 
them, and wiſh themſelves able to withſtand the 
next Temptation ; bur when it comes, they yield 


and ſuffer themſelves to be drawn away, as ©7273: 


4 bird bafteth to the ſnare, and knoweth not that it 
is for his Life. Now 1n ſuch Caſes, Reſolution 
is not onely a convenient and proper thing ; but 
a very Wiſe thing. For, when once a Reſolu- 
tion is found to be ſerious, and in good earneſt, 
the former Companions in Widkedneſs will leave 
off to ſolicit; and if once a Penitent Sinner can 
endure to be deſpiſed , and expoſed for a time 
by Evil Men for == Repentance, he will 
Tad the other parts of his Change grow more 
cafie to him; and the Devil's Inſtruments in 
Tempting will be like himſelt ; 7. e. they will give 
over Tempting when they ſee no hopes to pre- 
vail. And let no Men ever complain that they 
want Power to break oft their former Sins, ll 
they 
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they have tried what the ſtrength of a Vigorous 
Reſolution will doe. But becauſe we have al- 
ways Reaſon to ſuſpect our ſelves, let us make 
our Devout Applications to Almighty God to 
give us the Afſiſtence of his Grace through the 
onely. Mcdiation of his Son Feſws Chriſt. To 
whom, &C. 


THE, EN D. 


